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Research Programme 

Planning and Review 
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Professor Stephen Shute, 
PVC Planning & Estates 

Programme Director Joseph Alcamo Programme Manager Laura Craggs 
SDF investment period 2015-2021 Reporting Period 1 August 2018 – 31 July 

2019 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 
Although SSRP has as official start date of 2015/2016 it has only been staffed since mid-2017. Considering its short 
operational period, it is showing excellent progress in demonstrating its value and achieving its KPIs. 

 New research collaborations:  With its mottos of “Science for the SDGs” and “SDG synergies and trade-offs” the 
SSRP is gaining a solid reputation nationally and internationally.  These mottos also provide a flexible and action-
oriented framework for researchers to come together on campus. Indeed the SSRP has made great strides in 
building a new and very strong community of sustainability researchers on campus. The SSRP now consists of 20 
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1. SDF spend position  
Total SDF 
allocation  
SDF020 

£2,995,000 SDF 
allocation 
to 31 July 
2019 

 £2,083,034 SDF spend 
at 31 July 
2019 

£1,836,167 

Reasons and 
comments for 
variances  

On the whole, the programme is on track with expenditure. 
 
The majority of underspending in 18/19 relates to various delays in project 
implementation due to staffing issues (e.g. Postdocs leaving or delays with visas) 
and other circumstantial delays in research implementation. All delays have 
been communicated to the programme and no-cost extensions have been 
applied on several projects. Some projects were completed with an underspend 
and the programme has approved carry-over of funds for impact work. 

 

2.1 
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o ESRC grant “NEW-SYNERGIES:  New Methodology to exploit 
synergies among the Sustainable Development Goals of 
£1,697,750 (unsuccessful) 

 This represents one more than the previous reporting period and 
achieves the mid-term KPI of three. 

 
c. Contribution income will be double the current base-line by mid-
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Box 1. Emerging Research Themes of SSRP 
a) SDG interactions in food and climate  

SSRP research has found that food and climate early warning systems can be important tools for achieving the 
End Hunger and Climate Action goals in the Global South. However, research in Kenya and South India shows that 
reforms are urgently needed to improve the communication of early warnings to the most vulnerable part of the 
population including poor farmers and fishers.  SSRP research in East Africa has also shown that “climate-smart 
agriculture” is not fulfilling its promise of helping achieve goals for climate and agriculture, in large part because 
of the conflicting goals of governance actors at the local, national and international levels. 

b) Critical transition zones for SDGs – Forest margins and peri-urban zones  

SSRP researchers have identified a land category particularly important to implementation of the SDGs. They 
have dubbed these areas “critical transition zones” where land use changes are rapid relative to surrounding 
areas, and where inhabitants are particularly vulnerable to change. Because of these characteristics, we expect 
that people living within these zones have particular difficulties in achieving the SDGs. Critical transition zones 
can therefore serve as test beds of SDG implementation. SSRP research is focusing on two types of these zones 
– peri-urban areas (Wuhan, China) and forest margins (in Ecuador, Peru, and New Guinea).   

c) Planetary Health and the SDGs  

Medical and ecology researchers are working together worldwide under the new umbrella of “planetary health” 
to combine programmes for public health and conservation. These programmes have a high potential to help 
achieve multiple SDGs. The SSRP is extending the concept of planetary health by examining the role of poverty in 
health-conservation interactions. Three case studies are being investigated:  combined health and conservation 
programmes among low income residents in forests of Papua – New Guinea; poverty as a factor in the health 
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Figure 2.  Funders receiving SSRP funding applications  
 

 
 
 
 
 

f. Research capacity:  
 How has the SDF investment grown capacity at Sussex in this area?  Include details on 

research activity and income generated by staff directly funded from the SDF 
investment plus current levels of PhD studentships.   

 Has external income been generated to cover costs of researcher salaries and 
studentships? 

Comments: 
 
Funds allocated in the two rounds of the SSRP Fund have led to the creation of 20 post-doctoral 
researcher posts. These posts have been working on high quality, highly interdisciplinary or multi-
disciplinary research projects which is leading to further external funding, with the intention of 
supporting the researchers beyond the life of SSP funding. Follow-up and associated projects have 
extended or created more than 20 post-doctoral posts.  Through this process we are building and 
growing a cohort of researchers experienced in interdisciplinary working, enhancing the 
University’s reputation for interdisciplinarity. Follow-on external funding to build on SSRP 
projects has also created new postdoctoral researcher positions. 
 
The SSRP currently has 25 PhD studentships – 6 in the Business School; 7 in Law, Politics and 
Sociology, 5 in Life Sciences, 7 in Global Studies.     
 
Replacement teaching capacity from SSRP flagged awards 

Name School %FTE Start End 

Dave Goulson LIFESCI 60 01 Nov 2017 31 Oct 2019 

Adrian Ely USBS 11 01 Nov 2017 31 Oct 2019 

Martin Todd Global Studies 10 01 Oct 2017 31 Aug 2019 
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International Impact 
The SSRP has a growing impact and presence in international arenas as a champion of ‘Science 
for the SDGs’:  

 The SSRP Director represented the worldwide Science and Technology Community at the 
Heads-of-State SDG Summit at the UN General Assembly in NY, September, 2019. 

 The University of Ghana and SSRP organised an Expert Workshop in Accra, Ghana on 
“Science for Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals” in June, 2019..  The 
workshop included a dialogue between experts and some top policymakers involved in SDG 
implementation in Ghana.  

 SSRP researcher Jody Harris’ contributed to a Commentary published in the Lancet in June, 
2019 calling on the WHO and UN agencies to bring rights more squarely into food and 
nutrition discourse. 

 Dr. Izabela Delabre presented a briefing at the Conference of the UN Convention on 
Biodiversity in July 2019. 

 SSRP co-sponsored a key Side Event on SDG Interactions with the government of Ghana at 
the July, 2018 High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development at the UN in NY 

 SSRP organised a Wilton Park International Roundtable on the SDGs in March, 2018. 
 SSRP has produced Policy Briefs on: 

 Interactions among the Sustainable Development Goals ... and why they are important 
 Forecasting with fishers to save lives at sea 
 Assessing the sustainability impact of trade agreements 

Next Steps in Impact Strategy 
Although SSRP is making progress in achieving impact, we view this as only the first step in a 
coordinated impact campaign with the ultimate aim that SSRP and Sussex contribute markedly 
to the achievement of the SDGs worldwide. Next steps include: 
 Ongoing work with local stakeholders (examples given in Box 2), 
 Briefings of key UK government officials; submitting further written and verbal testimony to 

Parliamentary Committees,  
 Organise major meetings together with the International Science Council, UN, and other 

major actors to accelerate the use of research results in the SDG process.  
 Preparing several more Policy Briefs coupled with media events featuring findings from SSRP 

projects.  
 Accelerating impact with small grants from an SSRP 
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Box 2.   Examples of local SSRP impact on three continents 
 
Example 1.  Saving lives and improving livelihoods of fishers in South India. Project of 
Prof. F. Osella, Dr. M. Martin and local partners 

In uncertain weather, fishing along the 
southwestern coast of India is risky or restricted, 
with impacts on local livelihoods (SDG 1 No 
Poverty) and food security (SDG 2: End Hunger).  
As fish stock is depleted in the coastal waters 
(SDG 14: Ocean Conservation), fishers take 
multiple risks anyway by going offshore in bad 
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Publish Policy Briefs on “Sustainable supply chains in forest 
communities” and “Financial crises, environmental sustainability 
and the SDGs” together with media events.  

December 2019 – January 
2020 
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